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1931-1934. The Orquesta Sinfonica of Santiago, Chile, presented, during
the five seasons, 1931-19365 twenty-three works by nine Chilean com-
posers. In the first five years of its existence, 1938-1943, the Orquesta
Sinfonica National de Lima gave performances of forty-four composi-
tions by sixteen Peruvians. The Orquesta Filarmonica de Habana gave
during its first decade, 1924-1934, virtually all the orchestral works by
the Cuban modernists Caturla and Roldan, and eight compositions in the
Cuban style by the Spanish conductor-composer Pedro Sanjuan, who
had directed the orchestra for several years. At one of my concerts with
the Havana Philharmonic, I featured the first local performance of Gersh-
win's Cuban Overture^ based on the rhythms of the Rumba and the
Conga.

The Orquesta Sinfonica de Mexico, under the energetic direction of
its founder, Carlos Chavez, presented, in sixteen seasons, 1928-1943,
seventy works by thirty-one Mexican composers. The inaugural concert
of the symphony orchestra in Ciudad Trujillo, capital of the Dominican
Republic, on October 23, 1941, consisted entirely of works by eight
native composers.

The frequency of performances of native works by Latin American
orchestras is the more impressive when taken in proportion to the total
number of creative musicians in the country, allowing the greatest latitude
of professional qualifications. For instance, by the most generous count,
there are twenty-one practicing composers in Peru, and of these, sixteen
have been represented in the programs of the Orquesta Sinfonica National
de Lima.

Conductors for local orchestras are more often than not recruited among
native musicians. Armando Carvajal, a Chilean violinist, is the permanent
conductor of the Orquesta Sinfonica de Santiago. Amadeo Roldan, the
late Cuban musician, began as a violinist in the Havana Philharmonic
and became its conductor, a post he occupied until his death in 1939. Other
native conductors are Juan Jose Castro and his older brother Jose Maria
Castro of Argentina 5 Guillermo Espinosa, the conductor of the Orquesta
Sinfonica National in Bogota, Colombia 5 Emilio So jo, who conducts
the Orquesta Venezuela in Caracasj Jose Maria Velasco Maidana, the
director of the Orquesta National in La Paz, Bolivia; Carlos Chavez, the
conductor of the Orquesta Sinfonica de Mexico; Herbert de Castro, the
leader of the Panama orchestra.

Among the foreign conductors active in Latin America are Casal Chapi,